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been sometimes at least transiently impressed with the conviction that these claims had been sadly neglected. But secularism scouts the idea. It says to the merely nominal Christian, to the man who lives as if his religion were a dream or a lie, that he is quite right; and it says this, if Mr Holyoake be a correct interpreter of it, not on the ground that religion is a delusion or a lie, but on the ground that the present life is more certain and more important than another life.
This would be a very comfortable doctrine to
many minds, if it were not so irrational that only
?   very few will be able to believe it.   There is nothing
particularly certain about the present life.    What
is certain even about the present moment, except
that before you can so much as think of it it has
already ceased to be, and you can no longer either
/    discharge duty or enjoy pleasure in it ?   The present
^   is so evanescent that it hardly concerns us at all
j   And as to the future, who is certain of what a day
I    or an hour will bring forth ?   Who can reckon with
\    confidence on to-morrow ?   We may easily be far
more certain of the existence of God and of the
immortality of the soul than that we shall be alive
on the morrow.    The one thing certain about this
life is that it is uncertain.    And as it is not only
uncertain but short at the longest, the notion that
it can be more important than eternal life is a fancy
for which there can be no possible warrant
*>*"